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Comparing COVID-19 With SARS-CoV
The world news has lately been dominated by COVID-19 which first emerged in Wuhan province in China. Until today, the disease has infected over 5.3 million people and claimed over 340,000 lives around the globe. Interestingly, it is not the first time the world is battling a coronavirus. The first case was in 2003 with the SARS-CoV outbreak followed by the MERS-CoV in 2012. This article evaluates the different features of COVID-19 and SARS – CoV. This helps to improve our preparedness for any future coronavirus outbreaks. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluating COVID-19 and the severe acute respiratory syndrome of 2003 shows that both have a lot in common. Firstly, both diseases are caused by a coronavirus. A coronavirus gets its name from the shape of the pathogen as it has spiky projections on its surface that look like crowns. The term corona is the Latin name for the crown. Coronaviruses are believed to live in bats but can be transmitted to humans through another animal. From this understanding, I think humans can reduce the risk of infection by avoiding bats. 
The research done on COVID-19 so far shows that it has a striking similarity with SARS-CoV. For instance, both are spread through respiratory droplets from an infected person. People should take the prevention measures of wearing masks and social distancing seriously to minimize the spread. Both viruses also show similar stability on different surfaces, thus we should avoid touching surfaces and sanitize often. 
Both COVID-19 and SARS-CoV show worsening symptoms during their later stages. Patients of both illnesses may require mechanical ventilation during the advanced stages. It is paramount that hospitals be equipped with enough ventilators to handle coronavirus patients. 
Despite these similarities, COVID-19 seems to spread more easily than SARS-CoV. This is true because SARS-CoV ran from 2003 to 2004 and affected about 8,000 people, killing 774. COVID-19 has been with us for only six months and over 5 million are infected. This means we should pay higher attention to preventive measures than was the case with SARS-CoV. According to Healthline (2020), SARS-CoV was more severe as about 20% of the patients required ventilation. The ventilation requirement for COVID-19 is far less than that. 
The most disturbing factor about COVID-19 is its ability to exist without displaying symptoms. It is for this symptom that the disease spreads widely without the infected even noticing it. With SARS-CoV, only people who showed signs of infection could spread the disease. I am afraid that this feature will make COVID-19 to stay for longer than SARS-CoV. It would be safer for governments to extend lockdown until a cure for the virus is found. I hope that it be found sooner before more millions succumb to the disease.
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